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Faces of Special Interests
e Hanna Gadsby: Autism spectrum diagnosis helped comic Hanna Gadsby ‘be kinder’ to herself.
e Pokedream: Interview with Satoshi Tajiri.
o Uplifting Voices: Steven Wiltshire interview.

Media Links

e D&D and Neurodiversity: Tips and Tales from the Table | D&D Beyond (YouTube)

o Amy Dallen is joined by Marieke Nijkamp (Critical Role: Kith & Kin), Daniel Kwan &
Naomi Hazlett for a chat about their work & what Dungeons and Dragons has to
offer neurodivergent players.

e Level Up Gaming is a Toronto-based organization that provides individuals on the autism
spectrum and with other disabilities the opportunity to develop and explore their real-world
social skills through goal-directed group gaming experiences. Founders; Christian, Daniel,
and Kelsey tailor each gaming session to help players work on their collaboration, resiliency,
critical thinking, and self-reflection skills through tabletop gaming!

e OT Conversations that Matter: The Podcast Episode |7: Neurodiversity

o Host Justine Jecker is joined by Naomi Hazlett and Melissa Croskery. Together they
discuss neurodiversity's origin, its evolution since 2020, and the understanding and
relationship OTs have with neurodiversity and neurodivergent clients.

e YouTube - NowThis: Human Neurodiversity Should Be Celebrated, Not Treated as a
Disorder

Books
e Neurodiversity: The birth of an idea by Judy Singer
o Having coined the term “neurodiversity,” Judy talks about how her interests in
internet online forums helped her find community and express herself as an Autistic
person.

Articles
e Altogether Autism: Autistic Passions Should be Celebrated, Not Discouraged
e My Asperger’s Child: Kids on the Autism Spectrum and Their "Special Interests": A Good or Bad
Trait?
e Neurodiverging: Autistic Special Interest: Secret Strength? (Special Interests in Autism)
e Spectrum News: The benefits of special interests in autism

Autism Ontario Webinars and Resources
e Webinar- Employment Readiness: Values & Interests for Career Matching with Sarah
Southey


https://www.npr.org/2020/05/26/862081893/autism-spectrum-diagnosis-helped-comic-hannah-gadsby-be-kinder-to-herself
http://pokedream.com/pokemon/infocenter/tajiri.php
https://upliftingvoices.org/Interviewshow.aspx?name=Stephen&Wiltshire&id=6&totalrec=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTVQ5Nz85EA
https://www.levelupgaming.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWxmEv7fOFY&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWxmEv7fOFY&t=16s
https://www.amazon.ca/NeuroDiversity-Birth-Idea-Judy-Singer/dp/064815470X
https://www.altogetherautism.org.nz/autistic-passions-should-be-celebrated-not-discouraged/
https://www.myaspergerschild.com/2011/09/aspergers-children-and-their-special.html
https://www.myaspergerschild.com/2011/09/aspergers-children-and-their-special.html
https://www.neurodiverging.com/episode-106-special-interest-definition-autism/
https://www.spectrumnews.org/features/deep-dive/the-benefits-of-special-interests-in-autism/
https://www.autismontario.com/node/583
https://www.autismontario.com/node/583

Research Links
e Grove, R, Hoekstra, R. A,, Wierda, M., & Begeer. (2018). Special interests and subjective
wellbeing in autistic adults. Autism Research, | 1(5), 766-775.
e Klin, A, Danovitch, J. H., Merz, A. B., & Volkmar, F. R. (2007). Circumscribed Interests in
Higher Functioning Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders: An Exploratory Study.
Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 32(2), 89—100.
https://doi.org/10.251 1/rpsd.32.2.89

If you have any additional questions or are seeking further information about the content of this
presentation, please contact webinars@autismontario.com.
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