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The Research Special Interest Group (RSIG) is a special interest group of the Ontario Association on Developmental Disabilities (OADD). RSIG is dedicated to informing our community about interdisciplinary research and best practices in the field of developmental disabilities. This mission is primarily achieved through our yearly one-day conference, where research presentations are delivered. 

The conference focused on expanding the breadth of topics presented. Our day was divided into 2 themes: developmental dis-abilities and adults and developmental disabilities and children. The presentations were rated and peer-reviewed by the executive RSIG committee. These presentations attempted to show the diverse face of developmental disabilities research in Ontario.
Our keynote address, delivered by Dr. Patricia Minnes (Department of Psychology, Queen’s University), was entitled “Family Research: Lessons Learned, Current Trends and Future Directions”. Dr. Minnes’ speech addressed the evolution of family research over the last five decades, and included a description of participants, newly developed research pro-grams, methodological approaches and changes to our public policy, practices and service delivery. 

Our morning presentations on adults dealt with sexual needs, physical mobility and evaluation of psychological assessments using videoconferencing. After lunch, we had a symposium on the “Outcomes for Children in the Ontario IBI Programs” to launch our afternoon focus on children. Other presentations in the afternoon examined the parent involvement in IBI, child maltreatment, social-emotional functioning, a framework for program evaluation and personal control.

In addition to presentations on developmental disabilities (DD), the RSIG is dedicated to supporting students as up-and-coming researchers. We feel that it is important for students to present at the Conference and to possibly publish in the Journal of Developmental Disabilities. Autism Ontario has helped this cause by financially assisting students in their attendance at the 2007 RSIG Conference. This bursary by Autism Ontario reflects its commitment to support students in becoming evidence-based researchers and its efforts to contribute to public awareness and to advancement in the field of DD. 

While the scope of RSIG is broad, we feel that our conference continually captures quality work among researchers in our field. As Conference Chair to the 2007 RSIG research day, I would like to thank Autism Ontario for its support in our conference and in our common interest to invest in future researchers and research.
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