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The more we learn about our field of study or the work we do with individuals with develop- mental disorders, the more we can positively contribute to the lives of others. I feel that ongoing education is the key to success when working in and studying an area that is con-sistently being updated with new information. It should be emphasised that education should not always be associated with sitting in a class-room. We are being confronted everyday with endless opportunities to build our knowledge of issues relating to our own areas of interest. Those opportunities may come in the form of a conversation with another who is experienced in a particular area, reading literature on various topics, or learning about different resources in the community that could be made use of. By attending the RSIG/OADD 2007 conference and presenting my honours thesis poster, I feel that I have had the opportunity to be part of each of these types of educational experiences. 

I was thrilled to receive this educational opportunity through Autism Ontario. The conference enabled me to connect with other students from various universities, as well as professionals in the field, who share my interest in Autism Spectrum Disorders. It was an incredible feeling to know that there are so many dedicated people out there who are unbelievably focused and motivated to work hard to help make the lives of individuals living with developmental disabilities more manageable and rewarding. Having worked with children with autism for almost seven years, it was wonderful to witness in person the enthusiasm these people have for their work. 

Education is about challenging ourselves to try something new and to seek out different educational opportunities that will assist us in our work and research. I feel that the RSIG/ OADD conference was one of those beneficial opportunities where I could gain information on current issues relating to the area of study I am most interested in. I found that this conference not only helped me achieve that, but also allowed me to ask questions about particular issues that I was not familiar with. Through the engaging lectures that were presented and the various organizations that were sharing information at the conference, I was able to learn about issues that currently exist that I was unaware of. As a student preparing to attend a Masters of Social Work program in the fall, I left the conference feeling excited to explore these particular areas as I further my education.  

Education is all around us. We simply need to keep our eyes open to see the variety of opportunities out there. I feel exceptionally privileged to have had the chance to attend and present my honours thesis poster at this event. I feel that I have taken away from the conference information that will help me with both my work with individuals with developmental disabilities, as well as my future studies.
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