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For Immediate Release

October 15, 2008 (Toronto) 

A FORGOTTEN PEOPLE: Adults with Autism & Adults with Aspergers

Adults with Autism and adults with Asperger Syndrome in Ontario have been forgotten. Can’t we do anything to help these people achieve their best quality of life?  Autism Ontario and members of the Ontario Partnership of Adults with Aspergers & Autism will release its discussion document about what must be done: FORGOTTEN. Ontario Adults with Autism & Adults with Aspergers on Wednesday October 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the Queen’s Park Media Studio, Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park, Toronto.

Currently, there is inconsistent government policy regarding the support and services for adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). The needs of these vulnerable individuals requires multiple Ministries to work together to begin to address the ever growing number of adults with ASD in Ontario.  Families and caregivers are not receiving the desperate help they need. Parent Heidi Penning states “I have spent every day of Hayden’s life worried about his future. Worried about what would happen to him if I died tomorrow”.
Some steps have been taken to treat, educate and support individuals with ASD; in fact, self –advocate, Tony Hill, says: " Living with ASD is very challenging but it doesn't overwhelm me because I have support for my anxiety and rigidity.  I am fortunate to be involved in a program with people who are my friends and have similar challenges…". But with a current rate of 1 in 150 children diagnosed, this translates into over 70,000 people in Ontario with ASD – the majority of whom are adults;  most are not receiving what is needed to live out their lives with dignity in local communities. The current level of financial commitment for our most vulnerable citizens is unacceptable! 

Parent Howard Weinroth notes “My son Jordan is now 36 years of age, many tears since he can be referred to as a child. His needs have changed remarkably since he was that “beautiful child,” but the services, supports and programs, which should be in place are woefully inadequate”. Ontario must continue to increase funding and capacity for treating and supporting the specific and individualized needs of adults with ASD, from their formative childhood and school years and through-out their lifespan. 

Since 1973, Autism Ontario (with 30 Chapters across Ontario), has been a key voice of families with children and adults who have ASD. To obtain a copy of the document or for further information, visit www.autismontario.com 
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