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As a new Master's Student in the Clinical-Developmental Psychology program, it was an exciting opportunity to attend the Ontario Association on Developmental Disabilities- Researcher Special Interest Group (OADD-RSIG). This year was my first year attending OADD-RSIG. I would like to thank Autism Ontario for supporting my attendance and the opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with clinicians and researchers in the field of Autism Spectrum Disorders and Developmental Disabilities. The conference provided a unique experience for me to learn about a variety of important developments in the field from a multidisciplinary group of professionals.

The keynote address by Dr. Wendy Roberts discussed the exciting goal of earlier identification of ASDs. Dr. Roberts presented evidence from various research projects that may aid in the recognition of risk markers of ASD early in development. Along with evidence that early intervention leads to better outcomes, the earlier identification of children who display risk markers for ASD has important implications for being able to implement interventions at an early age and has implication for improving developmental trajectories.

There were also many other interesting presentations. In particular, researcher Alexis Buettgen, self advocate Jason Richardson, along with other self advocates, provided an informative presentation about individuals with developmental disabilities living in poverty. The presentation was particularly unique. It was based on a participatory action research study. Alexis and Jason high-lighted the importance and value of not only ensuring that researchers and policy makers include individuals with developmental disabilities in discussions, but also the importance and value of including individuals with developmental disabilities in the entire research process. In the study discussed, an advisory committee of adults with developmental disabilities were involved in the development of the study, collection of data, and analysis of results. Although the focus of the project was on the experience of poverty and barriers individuals with developmental disabilities face with regards to accessing assistance and influencing policy, the inclusion of individuals with developmental disabilities in a participatory action based research projects can be applied to many areas of study. 

The academic ideas and research developments that I was privy to during the conference have not only helped inform my current research for my Master's thesis and other current studies, but will also provide me with knowledge about research that will inform studies in my Doctorate degree and future research endeavours. Importantly, as a presenter at RSIG, I also gained valuable experience in communicating my research findings to other academics. The OADD-RSIG is an excellent location for service providers, students, researchers, clinicians, and community members to disseminate research findings.  I look forward to next year's conference.
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