The Building Brighter Futures Fund
How it Got Started:
“Children with autism grow up to be adults
with autism.” This message from Autism
Ontario’s advocacy efforts has been central to
our strategic directions in working with families and
individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder across the
lifespan. Media focus tends to be on young children with
autism, while people with ASD live out most of their lives
during their adult years. Yet these years have had the least
public or private attention or funding while the numbers
of these unsupported adults continues to grow.

•

How it Works:
•

Autism Ontario was approached by informed and
thoughtful supporters about providing concrete ways to
specifically support adults on the autism spectrum. Their
personal commitment and generous donation helped us
realize a long held dream to create a fund that would open
doors for adults with ASD across Ontario. In 2012 Autism
Ontario was pleased to announce the Building Brighter
Futures Fund.

•

The Purpose of the BBFF:

•

To provide financial assistance directly to Ontario
adults with ASD or their families through a
reimbursement of funds spent to open doors for
greater participation in local communities.
•

•

Program fees for recreation or skill development,
respite, professional supports, tuition, or other
creative solutions connected to building life plans
for the adult with ASD will be considered for
subsidy.
Preference will be given to households supported
by sole parents/caregivers or where underemployment or financial hardship is a factor.

A family or individual may receive this subsidy
only once, and may utilize it at a time within the
calendar year that is most relevant for them,
submitting receipts afterward for reimbursement,
once their application has been approved.

Ontario residents with ASD (18 years or older)
and/or their families complete a BBFF application
and submit it to Autism Ontario’s Provincial
Office. Applicants do not need to be members of
Autism Ontario in order to apply to the fund.
Autism Ontario Chapters will review local
applications and submit one successful applicant
to the BBFF Review Committee, from those they
think would be specifically well served by the
fund (nominating 1 family/individual per
year/cycle based on funds available).
BBFF Application forms will be circulated by
Autism Ontario Chapters via their local e-news or
a paper copy may be picked up from one of our
local Chapter offices. If there are general
questions contact Ramneek at the provincial office
416-246-9592 x224.

Funds Available for 2013
•

A minimum of 27 BBFF grants will be available in
2013 for up to $500 each.

